
JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HSA MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES

Date of Meeting: 1/10/23 Location: Zoom

Minutes Prepared By: Jennifer Nash Time Start/End: 7:00 pm

1. Attendance at Meeting

Elisa Davey
Maria McDonald
Ingrid Cobos
Amy Miller
Jennifer Nash
Tim Ayers
Bernadette Tortorella
Kendra Emmich
Katie Penderville

Lisa Linden
Jessica Crown
Helen McGowan
Antonio Lopes
Tim Manni
Sandra Kraemer
Terri Pignataro
Alyssa Rogers
Susan Bergman

Sarah O’Brien
Nicole Tirrito
Nick
Rosemary
Jill Lorenz
Bertha Fabregues
Sari Leff

2. Agenda

● Call to Order/Accept Minutes
● Principal's Report
● President's Report
● Treasurer's Report
● Committee Reports

○ Board of Education
○ Fifth Grade Promotion Planning
○ Fun at Lunch
○ Green Team
○ Helping Hands
○ Literacy Committee
○ Parent's Night Out
○ Restaurant / Discount Card Fundraising
○ Teacher Appreciation
○ Winter Family Fun

● Old Business
● New Business

Meeting Minutes



1. Call to Order

2. Principal’s Report - Tim Ayers - Welcome back and Happy New Year. Thank you for
everyone who donated to St. Rocco’s Toy Drive last month. It was a great success and a
privilege to help Coach Trimmer.
The Winter Concert was great to have in-person last month! Fun having the kids sing the
12 Days of Christmas again and with practice they’ll be ready for next year.
We tested the sound system for next week’s Family Winter Movie Night. All works well!
Thank you to everyone who worked at Make It, Take It last month. It’s my favorite event
and it was so fun for all the kids.

3. President’s Report - Elisa Davey - Family Movie Night will be next Friday, very excited
about that. AYERS - We will send out an email to all parents tomorrow.
Review of Ground Rules.
Please remember that if you are sending out flyers on behalf of your Committees, they
must be in both English and Spanish. Flyers are approved by Mr Ayers and you are
responsible for making copies.
Last month, we coordinated with the Lincoln and Washington HSAs to provide a joint
donation/gift to the Anderson Family of Wilson School, who lost their home to a fire. We
delivered a basket of Target/Amazon gift cards, crafts and food items to the family.
We need to take a vote to change a line item in our budget for “LLD Class Gifts”. We are
proposing a change from $500 to $1,000 and the item name to now be “Class Gifts”.
VOTE: ALL IN FAVOR
Valentine’s Day Gram - We will be offering small valentines via MySchoolBucks to
students for $8. They will be for sale from 1/22 to 2/8 and delivered to homes before
Valentines Day.

4. Treasurer’s Report - Ingrid Cobos - We held $35,112 in our accounts at the beginning of
December. Deposits from ice cream sales, Make It Take It, BoxTops, Dues and Parents
Night Out totalled $4,311. Expenses for 5th grade t-shirts, teacher appreciation, Make It
Take It, JCHS Scholarship Fund, Class Gifts and Bagel Days totalled $4,208. Our
Balance at the start of January was $35,171.
AYERS - We have to discuss what we plan to use the surplus budget on. DAVEY - Yes,
we have ideas for small items that we can set a budget for. Let’s discuss this week.

5. Committee Reports:

- Board of Education - Antonio Lopes - The Board elected Julianne Grosso as
President and Chris D’Ambola as Vice President for this term. Terri Greenlee and
Danielle Mack were sworn in as new Board Members.
Next week the Board will focus on the new health curriculum and its
implementation.

- Fifth Grade Promotion Committee - Helen McGowan - Our Committee met last
night. Ice cream sales are going well. We got the t-shirts for 5th graders and
they’re very happy. The lawn signs are being ordered. We’re having a class
bowling party on Monday at 10:30 am - more details to come. In April or May,
we’ll have a Pie in the Face fundraiser. Thanks Mr Ayers for volunteering! We’re
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researching service projects that the kids can participate in this spring.
(MCDONALD - There’s a local group that cleans up small parks. Last year’s 5th
graders participated and it was very successful. I will share contact details.)
Other fundraiser ideas would be a car wash or merchandise sale.

- Fun at Lunch - Bernadette Tortorella - Luckily the weather has been great and we
haven’t needed to start programs yet. We’re now reaching out to local vendors to
solicit free events or assemblies for the kids. (MCGOWAN - Before Covid,
All4Dance came to lead dance classes. I’m happy to reach out.) (AYERS - Yes
we can combine lunch/recess periods to accommodate Fun at Lunch events.)
We also have a healthy budget for other fun events/guests and we’re going to
start looking into those options.

- Green Team - Tim Manni - We’re aiming to get into school more frequently this
year to collect items, working with Helping Hands to coordinate a clothing drive
and work on Eco/Green programs for the kids, like Sustainable New Jersey.
(AYERS - There’s an organization that focuses on getting plastics out of the
oceans and teaches kids how to recycle that plastic. We could do an assembly
with any of these organizations.)

- Helping Hands - Bernadette Tortorella - Thank you so much to Sarah O’Brien for
all her work on the St Rocco’s Toy Drive. We’re going to have a Valentine’s
crafting project for the kids to do at lunch where they’ll make Valentines for
“donation” to groups/communities in need. In late March, we’re aiming to have a
clothing drive and are working with the Green Team.

- Literacy - Jennifer Nash - We are getting ready for the Read A Thon fundraiser
which will start February 13th and run until March 3rd. Materials are being sent
from the company we work with and the Committee will be making packets of the
flyers to be sent home by the end of the month. Hoping to make this year’s
fundraiser as big of a success as last year’s! We will have prizes for the top
readers in each grade and the Committee is coming up with ideas to incentivize
all the kids to read as much as possible.
There will also be a Scholastic Book Fair during the week of February 27th, and
I’m working with Ms Berkman on scheduling parent volunteers. Please let me
know if you are able to help in the morning or afternoon.

- Parents Night Out - Terri Pignataro - Excited for our Parents Night Out event on
March 3rd! We will have the full space at Sports Universe and we’re deciding
what games to play with the owners. We need portable speakers for the event.
(AYERS - The school has speakers that can be used.) We’re asking stores and
restaurants on Bloomfield Ave if they’d like to donate gift cards as prizes for the
event. Word of Mouth will be so important for this event - please tell your friends!

- School Supplies - Terri Pignataro - Just received details from the company we
work with and we’re going to work on better advertising for the coming order
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period.

- Restaurant/Discount Card Fundraiser - Katie Penderville - The Discount Cards
are being printed now and flyers are going out next week. We have some great
vendors and stores that participated. We’re planning to sell the cards at the
Family Movie Night next week.

- Teacher Appreciation - Jill Lorenz - In December, we provided the teachers with a
hot cocoa bar and gift cards. We’re taking a break in January and then in
February we’ll have Nothing Bundt Cakes provide each teacher with a mini cake
and in March we’ll do scratch off lottery tickets and gold coin chocolates for
everyone.

- Winter Family Fun Night - Sari Leff - The flyers for next week’s Movie Night are
ready to go and we’ve confirmed that the sound system in the multi-purpose
room works. We’ll provide snacks but are encouraging everyone to bring snacks
and drinks from home as well!

- Candy Sales - Lisa Linden - I am speaking with the representative from Gertrude
Hawk tomorrow. Because of the lead time required to order for Passover/Easter,
we’ll be starting to sell in mid-February.

6. Old Business
- Ayers - We need to clean out the HSA closet in the coming weeks. The district

needs the space for another purpose and for Mr. Squires. Davey - We can come
to school this week to map out a plan for the move.

7. Meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm.

5. Next Meeting

Date: February 14, 2023 Time: 7:00pm Location: Zoom

Signature Jennifer Nash
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